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Auered by the Commons Aſſembled in Par- 
liamem, Thar, the humble Petition of the 
Major, Aldermen, Pryliffs, and Commonalty of 

the City of 0x0, in the County of oxen, be re- 
ferred unto 


Alderman 1/on. 
Mr. Millington, 
Colonel Ven. 
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To the Supream Authority of the 
Nation, the Commons in Par- 


liament aſſembled. 


de Humble Petition of the Major , Aldermen, 
Bayliffs, and Commmultie of the City of Oxon, 
| in the County of Oxon. 


Humbly hewerb, 
>; Hat they taking notice of the late memora- 


bs. 5 A F e 
» miſſion others of the like nacure ; 
TW and bei y made femfible of 
| wry, & ions to diſinſlaye the free- 
People of this Nation from all manner of Arbitrary Judica- 
ture or Power, and enable them to live like Freemen under 
the known Laws of this Land; are thereby at this preſent em- 
Digs and apy ons, ———ů— 
ions, Whi ra long time 
et by an Arbitrary and unlimited power exerciſed over them 
Tre Univerſity of 0x0», have under-gone; and at this time 


ſuffer, as by particulars hercunto annexed may appear, 
Teer ere whereof your diſtreſſed Petitioners 
humbly implore your gracious aſſiſtance. _ 


| And whereas your Petitioners at this preſent, partly through 
decay of trading, and partly through the long and daily pay- - 
A 2 ments, 


- (4) 
ments, taxes, and quartering of Souldiers are very much im- 
poycriſhe 8 thoundin or ſuch multitades of 
zor that they are notable ro relieve them without 
8 of a convenient ſtock wherewithall to ſet them on 
work; for the raiſing whereof, there is a certain large piece. of 
ground , called Portmaadt,. lying neer the ſaid City, wherein 
your, Petitioners have the Inheritance, and the Village of 
Woolvereot 0 * Common of )paſture therein by treaſon of 
vicinage, which being, encloſed and leaſed out for certain 
years would raiſe. a convenient ſtock for the relief and ſetting 
on work of the ſaid poor. The which your Petitioners are ve- 
ry deſirous, and have much indeavouted to effect, but have 
been, and (kill are hindred in theſe their pious, and good inten- 
tions, by the Inhabitants of Woolvercer aforeſaid; Albeit your 
— have been; and — 5 to allow them a — 
portio tity of ground, to be allotted them out of the 
fail ground Lie of their ſaid Common. 


Your phetitioners likewiſe humbly pray, that they be ena- 

| bled by Aathority of this preſent Parliament, ro encloſe, 

and demiſe for ſome competent number of years, the ſaid 

ground called Portweade, for the uſe aforeſaid, leaving a 

proportionable quantity of groynd, or otherwiſe allowing 

. fome ſufficient recompence unto the ſaid. Inhabitants of 
Moolvercot in lieu thereof, 


All which we refer to the wiſdom and judgment 
of this Honorable Houſe, humbly deſicing your ſerious 
and ſpeedy conſiderations, and reſolutions herein, 
and — —— ſuch _ for your Petitioners relief, 
touching the premiſes, as you in your grave wiſdoms 

 thall think meet and expedient . : a 0 


And we ſoall ever pray, &0. 


(5) 


A Schedule of the Cities Grievances claim- 
ed, and at ſeveral times put in execution againſt 
them by the Ufuverſity. 


I, A* Univerſty claimeth power to determine all con- 
troverſies whatſoever, between any perſans whatſoe 
ver, if one of the parties be a priviledged perſonſ except in cuſes 
of maine felony & freehold) & chey claime allowance of their 
priviledges in all other Courts, without pleading of them, and 
without fee; and to try matters of fact without Juryrot with- 
out open examination of the witneſſes in the caſe, 7 ooly in 
priyate, before a Regiſter ; and proceed in an Eccleſiaſticall 
way, by. citation, excommunication, and the like, contrary 
to the courſe of the Common Laus; and their ſentences are 
not grounded upon any certaine Law, either Civil, Canon, 
Statute, or Common Law, but ſecundum . bonum, and 
meerly Arbitrary, at the will of the Vice-Chancellor. or hi 
Vice-Chancellor againſt whoſe ſenteher, how unreaſonable 
ſoever, no Writ of Error will be by them allowed, or other 
redreſs admitted, but only by Appeal before themſelves, in 
their Convocation or Congregation, in which particular, che 
Citizens finde themſelves much grieved, being by thoſe pro- 
ceedings not only delayed, but, oftentimes defeated of their 
juſt debts, without any redreſs at all. N 

2. Without any lawful power they take upon them to make 
Proclamations , thereby impoſing not only Er mulcts, 
bur alſo impriſonment upon ſuch perſons as {hall not obey 
their matters contained in ſuch, Proclamations, and this not 
only upon Citizens, but likewiſe upon all others, dwelling 
within five miles of O:xox. 

3. They claim & exerciſe a power over the Citizens, to impoſc 
40s. upon any Citizen, being found out of his houſe atrer 9 
of the clock, albeit it be in che ſummer time; and albeit they 
be Conſtable in their ſearch for Fellons, upon perſuit of hue 


and cry ; or Aldermen of the City, or Juſtices of the Peace, 
in 


(6) 
in conveying of MalefaRorsto the Goal, or the like; and fo 
default of preſene payment of the 408. to ſend them to priſon, 
there 7 8 owe to the 7 Q 
e power of Licenſing © -hou 

W and Maulſters, 1 for the making of 
er expo 222 * of the Alcon. 
Mault 178. 8 ecognix ances 

» bur never return any of them to the Quarter 


5. They have challenged to have d lde have 
exerciſed 1 power , do pull down the Citizens Houſes of 
Habitation; and ſome of the Butchers Shambles within the 


OT. Thy rake non hem fer 


— bard — to inhi 


have-any commerce or ale al 
they have alſo exerciſed upon divers Citizens, 


— 1 — to pre- 


to enforce the Major, 
to come yeerl * 
y Fo (calle - fy 
== day) ro make an Oblation at the High Altar, of 
ſixty for the ſlaughter of fixty three Scholars, 
empor Ed. 3. to procute a Maſs for the ſouls of the ſixty | 
three ſlaughtered ; forthe non-performance whereo 


they give - — hat chey will put a bond i in ſuit, which the 
City in thoſe days entered into to the 'Univerſiry, ; 

9. They claim a power to make By-laws, thereby to binde 
the Inhabitants of the City, which ate meer ſtrangers, and 
were never called tothe nee of chem. | 

10; They take them power to make new Officers, as 
Tole takers of Corn, and the like; and my conſtitute Coro- 
ners, 


the Streets belong to the 

; and Picage , yet the 
Univety © _— theſe, and divers times by Proclama- 
tion Ter de Marker da s, Whereas the Univerſity have onely 
the Cla of the Marker , and the perquiſites, and profits 
thereof, belong to the City coward their Fee-farm Rent. 

13. They ſet up divers Taverns in Oro, and will not per- 
mit the City to ſet up any, contrary ta the true intent of the 
Statute of 7. Ed. 6. 

14. They claim power ta ſet up Trades within the City, 
and to authorize Forraigners to exerciſe any Trade there, as 
fully as a Freeman of the — oa that aber ich Forrnign 
A 

15. irxegular Freeman for 

21. any By-law for regulating of ſuch 
miſdemeanor, they preſently become ſeryant ſome Hans 
of Arts, pays Bye as under Gardner to ſome Colle 
— hu prot exerciſe their Trades, in contempt = 


la U and refuſe with 
te Boy, — 28 as ſhall — 1 — Seal 
K the 5 


HY 
Die Yes le 16ks. 


ROT? informed” tare 2 Bi pry „ 
'Oxfordlhire at the door, they were © ne che 
Mayor of Oxford pt = 


ter the ee e hd ca) 
tuled, The Humble Petition Alder 
en Commonaley of the City © of Oxon, in thy 


don to the! 
2 


Ordered, That the pan of the 5 
or, Aldermen, Burgeſſes and Commonalty Tues ＋ 2 * | 
on, and the Particulars thereunto N be ara to t 
ſame Committee, vo whom the Petition of the e * 

the County of Oxen is referred, 


The Petitioners being called in, Mr. Speaker by 8 
of the Houſe, gaverhem this Anſwer : | 


Oxford, and you the Pvt and ethers, the 
Hoe 722425 read your Petition, and are ſenſible of any grievance | 
2 the people, and in particular, of am grievance 
Crop ator! ed «- (ommittee ta ſit 0 
this af in the Datchy te take your Petition into - 
ation ; and for the manner o N Jour Petetios, 
They tal peice of your malefty ape £5 roms, and. hate 
commanded me to return yo K ks, and in their names ne- 
_ turns you thanks for your good ellen. 


Hen: Scobel, Cleric. Parliamenti, 


FINTS. 


